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protlucetl out of thr  ir~tt~rwc:lio~~ of a sochl practice ol' 
orcldrcture. hlarsis~n/at:stI~c~tic~s cliwourw. ~ t x ~ ~ ~ r i ~ ~ ~ e ~ ~ t s  \ v i t l ~ i ~ ~  

. - 
ver~tior~s generally. ~ni,nl~t Iw t r a ~ ~ s f o r ~ r ~ c d  fro111 I ~ r g c ~ ~ ~ o n i c  to 
(*IIIIII~I:~~II!~I:III~III~I: in o d r r  to r ~ r i ~ l i p  political f'i~rws i n  t l ~ t t  

production of' culture a11d so(:i;~l lili:. \\'ti ;isscrt our tlvdication 

Q?~at  >ocial world are we talkir~g . I~ I I I I I~?  \\'I- arc talking about 
local struggles of' sorial I I I O \ W I I I ' I I ~ .  d ~ ~ a t ~ v l  i n  i~ glol~al fbrce 
field of po\\cr relationsl~ip. 111 t l~ is  worltl. .. . . . localization or. 
rnurt= .itronpl~. l r ; t ~ r ~ ~ c ~ ~ ~ t ; ~ t i o ~ ~  i* ; I I I  ir~rvitalde col~dition of - .  

globalizatior~. \vliilr glol~alizi~tio~~ ~ I I S I I ~ I I I *  . ~ I I I - ~ I  l ' r ;~ .p~e~i ta t io~~ 
and senw i ~ s  a ~ ~ S I ~ I I I - ~  l i ~ r  its ~ ~ r t i ~ w l : ~ t i o ~ ~ ' .  (Ilirlili, 2000. (1). 

As s l io~ t l i :~~~d  1i)r our ~ I ~ I : S I ~ I I I ~ I I ~ ~ I I  I I ~ I , .  11.t 11s cl~irik that 1111: 

.social rncwerllc~~ts witl~ w l ~ i c l ~  \vtb worh arc! :illti-rach strugglrs 
01' tlw low-wagtb a1111 I I I I - W ; I ~ ~  work i~~g  ~liiss, ~ ! o ~ ~ ~ p r i w I  ~ ~ I ~ I I I I I -  

ir~antly of peoplr of'cwlor O ~ I ~ I ~ I ! S S I : I ~  as 111iliority ~~i~t io~ia l i t ie? ;  in 
the u ~ ~ i t c d  St:it~:s:' i n  L I I ~  ! \ r~yl~as  w 1  ;IW 1ooLi11g at ;I civil 
rights st.r11g$1* for equity i11 t r a ~ ~ s l ~ o r k ~ t i o ~ ~  L ~ I I ~  in t11c 11istriI1i1- 
ti011 of pbl ic .  rwourc:cS.i ( \ I ; I I I I I .  200 I ) :  i n  (:i~~c.ir~riati. \vr loc~l\ at 
a col~~n~unity-l)ased stru;glv for 111msi11; tlwt lipl~ta against the 
racism ir11wrc.111 i n  privatizatio~~ a1111 g~r~trilic;ition. 

transfmnatior~ of qm.c i t d c  1 1 1 t h  11rod1rr.tio11 of' neb\ types of 
q1a1-e. uhic-l~ did not e k t  in 1111. prrvioua mode of ~)roduc.tiou" 
( S ~ I I I P ~ O I I .  1983). . l a n ~ e s o ~ ~  a ~ ~ ; i l y z ( ~ l  thr q~.~t iaI  cliararteri.tic.: 
of \+hat he called " l ~ ~ ~ h t ~ ~ ~ o t l ~ ~ r ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ . - -  l~tt'r. --glol~aliz;~tio~~.'- 
(Jarr~cwr~. 109811) a> %r r ~ ~ l t ~ ~ r u l  logic. of late capitalisr~~." a 
logic of' 1'rag111r11tation a d  tli.ioricwtatior~ of' I I I I I I I ~ I I  lived 
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Hence a$-lrrop tactir? ar r  i~~lportetl all11 ;1(1apted to cmstrllct 
consc-iou-tress b\ bringi~lg people to venl1c.s h r  experir11c.c.s tllat 
rewal ant1 th~~rc.I,y teach tllc4r political rc*latioriship to t l l c .  I IPW 

P 9 modt* of procluctio~~ I I ~ '  late raj>italist i11111rrioli~111. I I I P ~ I ~  
politiral rc.velations artB Iilrther rxterld~vl t11ro1lgl1 a ~a r i c~ ty  ol' 
re-prt.sc.r~tatio~~~: the tt4li11g of storie-. the. \\ritirl,o of e\po.ltrc1s. 
and t111. I-irculation of "lac*tography*' (\lal111. 1996. 206). '1'111~ 
sprrilic* olwrations of itltwlogiral domir~i~tior~ h! adva~~cwl  
capitaliml all11 of the itleological constr~irlts or] intellertual lib* 

Betwcrrr (:irlrinnati and 1,113 r\r~gc+? therv c&t no parallrls 01' 

social I I I ~ V I Y ~ I I W ~  - wit11 1111s ridcrs. orp~~izrbrs. and t11v 1 . a ~  
artist?; \vl~ose site of Irarr~ir~g is a scl~ool I;w organizers. \\'II;II 
tics tI11. vsp~riment* ~opctller is t l ~ r  O ~ I I I I I I O I I  collditiol~s ol' 
urllarl cwrlf1ic:t hew citios share at this stage of US ilrrl~vri;d- 
isnt's $oI1;11 I ~ ~ I I I I I I ~ ~ C  intc.pation, \r.I~ero "c:o~~tradictiol~s . . . 
e m e r p  I~c:two~~rl capitalist for~uatiorls a1111 t11e social a1111 
cult~r ral I~r i~cdces  tl~try presunlr I I I I I  connot I ~ ~ I ! I L I ~ I ~ "  

(I,owc/l~,lc~ycl, 1!)97. 25). (:inc!irlnati is a rlt:c:lirlir~g 19th c.c:r~tl~ly 

urban corv all11 Los AngvI~+ is tlw derentralizc=tl crril1l1v11 01' tlle 
quirltc~sscwtial 2lst  century postrr~odenl gvograp11y. Yt.1 i l l  I!;II:~I 

city tllcrt- ;ire struggles ol' rc-&tance to t l l t ~  i ~ d \  erse ir11l)ac:ts ol' 
glol~al rc!strlrc:t~lring on vitic!s il~tcrrlal to ~ I I I *  I j r~itc~l Statvs, c.itic*s 
s ~ l f i t r i ~ ~ g  I'rcm tllc export ol' industry ar~tl tlw active roltr 01' t l ~ c  
state i l l  Iwivatixing previo~lsly public >en'iws. such as ~ ~ l ~ l ~ l i c .  

a&tanc.c.. p l l ) l i c .  housiug. 1111b1ic t r a ~ l s ~ ~ ~ r t a t i o r ~ ,  that wrc. 
dtvisrd ;IS a safety net. a social t a l  to I~alaricct c.apitalist 
restrllc:~uring and arr  rlow abaridorlc:tl. 'I'llis \vork i? also tietl 
togetl~or I I ~  the shorrd tl~ttories of two Idi ir~tellectu a I -  s ' 111  t\vo 
dZtrrc:rlt I-ities cultivotir~g a corutnor1 a l~ l~ roach  to acstlwtic 

K r  arc cwl~iniitted to \\wjiing in a lrlarlller that is critical. - 
strategic.. and affiliated. 'I'llere arc2 ilnrllcww challenges to this 
\\orb. .111tl learning Iroru the relathe success or l'ai111r~ of 
projwts is part ol' tllr ~ll~*asurc.. \\ilde \ \ I .  arc each tlcdirated to 
ilitcgr.ltil~g theor) arltl pr,~ctire in 1111. course 01 c.vc.rq.clay 
strugglv, tllis iritegraticm ih  r\crcdingl! clillicdt. '4 e ulltlcr~talld 
that tlwre ir alwa!a I I I~=-sa r i ly  a cliworirlect. Thr. wcial 
n i o \ t c . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t s  themsrlves arc- i o  ric.11 in crc=ati\c e n e r g  tllat it is 
diflicwlt to i-olatv thv irnpac-t of a n  particular apl~roac-h. 
T ~ I I ~ I ' I I ~ I : .  t l i t .  \ d u e  of ollr theoretiral fr.r~l~eworh as r lw ,~s~~r r t l  
by prartic.~. is hard to tlctennilir. a rd  detailed rt.llwtiol~ ia 

be!ontl t I ~ e  scope of this pirrr. Our goal Iwrt. ia to exphi11 our 
intcwtiol~s and d~+rrihc> tlw r\perirnrwt- 1111dertake11 ill  t l ~ e  
(*ottr-ts of stnlgglr. \\'r stri\c to rnake a ~ ~ ~ c w l i t ~ , & l  diffvrcwc.~ 
anti to tahc resllonsillility I i~r  the irrlpacts of our \\orl\. \VV It~,~\w 
i t  to tlw rwdrr  to I B X ~ I ~ I I I I  t111. 4gr1ilica11w ol' thc~ e \ p t - r i ~ ~ ~ m ~ t s .  
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Such co~iclitior~s Iwlp c:xplain tlie urban rel)cl l io~~ that slashed 
th ro~ ig l~  C i n c i ~ ~ r ~ a t i ' ~  Owr-the-Rhine in early April (20(-)1). 
triggered by the shooting tlcath of black teen T i m o ~ l ~ y  Tlrortias 
by a white police ofiiccv. Kcc:a~iee the media cluickly j11111ped to 
itle~it* the c:orr. ~ ~ r o b l e ~ n  as police-co~nn~unit\; rc:latiow (which 
certainly is a sipil?c.ant I)rol~le~n). the opportur~ity to under- 
atal~tl the 11istoric:al patterns oE suburbanizntion. d~~intlustrializa- 
tion. joblesmess. hyl~crscprcgatiorr as cmtributive to the ar1gc.r 
that \ \ d d  u~ileash a rebellior~ was cfl'ex:ti\~cly erased ( Ih t to~ l .  
EOOl). 

SIICII a bleak portrait of neigliborhoocl clecline anel t)rc!al\tlow~~ 
obscures an important dialectic: that thr 30 years now tlic C)ver- 
the-Rhine Peoples hlovcrrwr~t - a cwr~l;:clt:rat.io~~ ol' uc=iglibor- 
hood institutions based i l l  IIIIII-prolit Iior~si~ic~ cle\&qm~ent. 

7 
swial e m i r e ,  r14igion. commur~ity arts, ant1 \vcllarc= rights - has 
been a co~isistelit voice i n  advancing plar~s I;)r low a1111 
~nc~dt-rate irico~nr people. The comnluriity is oqanizecl, but 
\v~ak. rIe(:adrs of disiri~estment 011 the one halid and recent 
pcwtrific:ation a1111 displacc~~icwt on tlic o t h c ~  have taken their 
toll on the l o v e ~ i i r n ~ s  alility to recruit members. articulate its 
critical voice. a d  sustain leader~liip. h'lore recentl!. 1006 
niarked the year the Ijrba~i Land Institute (1JLI) came to Over- 
tht-Khinc to validate an agc.ntIa srt ly a 111~grr1ionic~ alliaii(!t= ol' 
c o r p r a t c  11ig lm411t:sn. iiud city po\+w. 111 t l ~ c  wake~ of IJLl's 
visil. a n~:vcraI I I I O I I ~ ~ F  lory. city-wide character assassii~atior~ 
campaign a p i ~ i s t  IIovernent leader buddy p o y  ended tragicall!: 
with his shooting death ly a mentally ill. ho~~ie less  friend d m  
went off' in t l ~ :  I ' w c + l ~  c:ontc:xt ( h t t o ~ ~ .  1000). 

3001 rr~arks ~ I I P  twrr~tietl~ year of' In!. aft ilia ti or^ witli the ( h e r -  
the-lll~ine t'ec~ple'a Ilove~nent. 111 this time 1 have brought 
students - who are ahnost esclusively white, \veil-off. fro111 
sullurban or sn~all  town hac~lyro~ir~ds: I~rivilrgcd - to (~)\w-thc'- 
Rhir~e to \vorl\ \<it11 . \ lovcl~~er~t leaclers and resicle~~ts in I'o11r 
kir~clb ol' i r~t~mwr~tio~ts.  1:irst. we I~ave engaged urhan des ips  for 
nei,ol~l~orl~oocl subareas to architectural scllenles for ~iiisetl- 
iilcul~ie housiriC: designs. Secw~~d. sir~cc: 1908 wc Iiavc: c:ollal)o- 
rated wit11 the Over-thr-Rhine Housing Network, a nori-prolit 
I~ousirig d t~\ , t : Iopn~~:~~t  ~:orporation ard  r11e1111wr 01' t l ~ t ,  Ptwple's 
hlovement. to design ant1 build actual livahlv spac:cs I;)r low a r d  
moderate-illcome residents. Third. we I~avct irrstitrltio~~alizcd 
our presence in Over-the-Rhirie by c:stal~lisl~ir~g tl~t- ~ r~u l t i -  
discipli~iav Ccxiter for Cornrnu~iity :\dvcuc:y. Follo\vir~g the, 
maxim that social being forms social coriscio~~sness. tlie (Center 
take* as its pri111a1-y mission the selection of eclucational venues 
t11d ciin s h a p  tlic: social expcri~?nrc a11c1 t l~~ : rdor~ :  t111- sovial 
consciousness of' learners. especially in ways that illustrate IIOW 

progressive political (wn.(~iot~wrss ~ I I I I I I I ~  its rrsident base in 
\+a!.* betond provicling Ilousing. -1s work procec~drd across two 
wmcitrr- in co~ivcrsatioii \+it11 neighborhood leader<. tlie 
tlirwtioa sliilic4 to inveAgatr ways to cdebrnte tlie entire 
I~ i s ton  ol'tlic. I'cwplr's I\lovriiier~t, wit11 a partirular focus on the 
strrlgglea for afl;)rdal)lr housir~g and sorial justice. 'Kere there 
ways to challmge the hrgernoriic~ representations about Over- 
t11r-Rliine that rei11forc.e ge~~triiicatiori and sul~.jugate the 
~nargi~~alized? Could students intervene in a critical mapping of 
sllac:c: that cwritvsts i lornir~a~~t r c~~rc .wr~ ta t io~~s  a~id/or cxposes 
dominant practices :bout how gentrification is organized 
~di t ica l ly  ant1 c~ilturally? Could c:ouiiter-llegen~o~iic percep- 
tions be construct~tl t11at advar~(:(t tlic int~rc:sts oi' tlic Pcol)le.s 
.\lovenierit? 

First. the prnjwt- q1111-tio11 1111' i d w l o g  (11' 11r11ar1 -1,ac.e. 
~ ~ ~ r t i ~ w l a r l y  a r o l ~ i ~ d  issue- of' ge~~tr i i ica t iw and its flipside, 
diq)lac.err~er~t ancl honlelessness. Itecoplizilig that ideologj is 
pmly a material practice \+hre= spaw play- a role in its 
ronstitutio~i. the project5 introducbe a c-ounter-l~ege~l~miic. (mil- 
tent into the reecli~ig of urban spxe.  0\ rr-tlir-Rhir~r \lovrnient 

. . 
rrlatiorlallip. I lerice. t l ~ r  q l ~ t - +  of our iritcmwitio~~a in Cincin- 
nati and hIiaini Inhersit! were trandormecl to restore a 
-~~pprc.>wd Ilktor? ar~tl to chllcwgc. d o m i ~ ~ a r ~ t  trc.r~tl- in r~rl~arl 
tie\ elopment that iurther tlie interests of the haves on tho backs 
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of ~ I I I *  I~ave-~iot*. The ir~stallatior~s svek to shift ur~tl~!rstandi~~g. 
to tuni 5ee11ii11,uly ~ I I I I ~ I : I I O I I ?  spaces that are ablr to l~ ide  t111:ir 

. - 

the I I I I ~ : I I ~ ~ I I ~  of urban q l a w  in w a y  that not o d y  raisvs 
q w s t i o ~ ~ s  abo~it I I I I W  we I I I I I I I ~ ~ ~ I I I I  I~istc~ry, I I U I  I I I I \ \ ,  \ w  I I I ~ ~ I I I  
iir~agir~c. :I Sutrrrc~ for the I'ctoplc~s h l o \ w ~ ~ r ~ l t .  

S ~ C I I I I I ~ .  tliis ctl'k~rt to trarisfi~rni ~111. I ~ c y m o n i c ~  i~~c.anings ol' a 
placv I I ~  1:11ac:ti11g a spatial t r a ~ i s l i ~ r ~ ~ ~ a t i o r  is sl~arllenctl i r i  ;I 

provoc:ative way. Our esperir~~crital projwts arc tbr~i~ally trans- . ,. 
pesslvc:. I h e  \ \ M c  point is to be i~oticed. 111 clisturl). to 
rlriscttlc! - to I)(. out of plaw - thereby c o ~ ~ ~ l ) l e l ~ i c x ~ ~ t i ~ ~ g  progws- 
jive ~~oli t ical  c.o~~tc:r~t wit11 a(-sthetic I ' I I ~ I I W  tliat break I I I C  
decorum of the settings. I3 1)reaIiing 1111. d e c o r u l ~ ~  associstcvl 
with t l~ose  plaws. our pla~i was that tlwy \voultl Iwcome ilv- 

nat~~ralixetl l)cc,a~~sc powt:rs of authority would r c w d  ~ I I ~ I I I -  
selvw to reassert t l ~ e  " n o r ~ k "  ol' the plnc:~: against tlw l~trresy 01' 
h e  transpessior~. In other wortls, ill  order to t lo~wsticat~t  a 
transyrc:ssive i ~ ~ t v r v e n t i o ~ ~  i l l  a placr. c ~ s h b l i s l ~ ~ ~ ~ r n t  p o w r  
ty1~ic;rlly revealh itseU'- s o ~ ~ ~ c d ~ n e s .  as \w lear~lecl. quite lorw- 

. fully-\chic.l~ turr13 the natural into tlw arl~itraq,  thrrcd~y 
o p e ~ ~ i t ~ g  1111 tht. po-sibility for other ~nc.a~~ing> to csmc.rgc. ar~tl 
~ a i n  ; I ~ I T I I ~ ; ~ I I I - ~  ill 3 I I I W  disc~~r-ivv space. (,)~~vstions ol' 
1egiti111:lc.y. herctoli~rv \ c i l ~ d  a1111 l)eyor~~l q ~ l e s t i o ~ ~ .  I I O W  have to 
be str11pg1t:d o\ car. 

Tllv i r i ~ l ~ e r r n ~ r ~ c v ~ w  of the i ~ ~ s t i ~ l l a t i o ~ ~ s  l'11rtlier5 t l~ i*  stratt-g?. 
(Our ngit-prop i~~tcwent ior~s  \rere up for a week at t l ~ v  l o ~ ~ g ~ t . )  
Unlihv 111111-11 pd~lic. art t l~at  iq p r r r ~ ~ a ~ ~ r n t .  the Ilceting a d  
teml)orarj na t~~rc-  of the e\pvri~niwtal projrrt- w r \ d  to r&t 
their cIo~nrstic.a~ion. So~nc, 01 these projc:c3ts \vercb s i ~ ~ ~ p l y  1101 . - . - 

toleratc:tl. Their imlwr~r~ar~c*r~t Ibrmal qualities h r l i~~? t l  to I W I I I -  

tn~uiic:att! a radic-a1 urgcrlcy wit11 a critiral bite. .4ctin,o as a sort 
of tl~rc*~. c l i rne~~sio~~al  grafl'iti. they could not he brusl~etl off or 
C O I I S ~ ~ I I I ~  In a11 ~ I I I : I I I I S I : I ~ ~ I ( : I I I ~ ; I ~  status 111at am01111ts to a tak~,- 
it-or-lcwvt4 I~ i s ton  that pc.oplz car1 igl~oi-r. 9~1uc11 public art 
bec:orric.+ absorl,etl precisely I~c*cau>r 01' its pcm~~anence. Iiy 
becori~ir~g accorr~~~~otlated i t  loses value as ;I form (11' rc4sta111:c:. 
as t111: c*sti~l)l i?i l~~~~c:~~t r~evw l1a5 to rcvc.;ll its clai~ns to le;Gti~~~ar:y 
in 1\11! i~~ainterla~ict. of nor~~ralcy. 011c.c:  ac.co~~ir~~otlatecl. ~ I I I !  
opport~r~iity for po1itic:al ex110~urt- ~vI : I ! I~ I~> .  .As g e o p p h e r  Tiill 

Cr~:sw:Il states, '-l'eople arc: only a\\.art: of 1111. ~ ~ u e s t i o ~ ~  or 
Iegiti111:11:y when a11 alt tw~atiw is l ~ r ~ * s c ~ ~ t ~ d  to ~ I I I W I  i ~ n d  s o ~ h l  
p u p s  ~ 'ompr t~ .  over claim? ot' legitir~~ac.~" (Cres-wc4l. 1990. 11. 
10). \\'itl~out raisin? to cc~r~wiousnes> I I I I I V  nor111a11-y i> ITII I -  
rtruc~cvl. the id~:olo;ricdly tlornil~ant is alil~. to paps itself crll'iin 
the ~ ~ o r t ~ ~ a l  ant1 to hide it* partiality. 

ad-tic. project of citique. Iwcause to help espouw direction Iijr 
tllv ~ I I W ~ M I S V  (11' ~wlitical stratcq ie a prirc.tice that varl only ~ ~ I I I I .  

OIII  ol' a1fiIiati1111. 

Seco~~t l  \wre live.. Iili;-sizc~tl silliourttc~s, \vhich took tlwir for111 
a-  ~ I I - I ~ I I * ~ -  (mt I I I I ~  of \ \ W I I I  l ~ i ~ r ~ c ~ l ~ .  TIII- ~ ~ I S I * I I I * I * -  rcyesentcd a 
critiq~iv of the do~nir~ant  cul tur t~ '~  ?ans upon tlir I~omeless. TIIP 
effect ol' the :r;rzcS i- cwwre.  The c111111inant rulturr's pzc* 
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l'lw third component of the instdation was the variety of' 
pl:igues placed on the grou~iil and scattered throughout the 
p r l i .  These plagues told the stor). of the hlilr~cr. The!: also told 
the story of the Clieroketl Nation and t l ~ e  Trail of 'l'cars. ; \ l a y  
Over-the-Mine leaders and citizens draw i ~ ~ s p i r a t i o ~ ~  from 
Sutive hnerican struggle> to keep their land and ways ol' lilil. 
llver~ "reservation" is conmonly uaetl i l l  pultliv ( l i i ( :o~~rs~= a11wi 
Over-the-Rhine. I-Ie,neuio~~ic. power olictr~ irrvolwa tlic ncigl~l~or- 
llood ~iegativclq as a rescwation. as a place ol' pa t l~olog,  ~vhilr  
X~Iovc~ncr~~ Ii111is see Over-the-Rlline as a special reservr that 
r~c:t:tls developrr~ent but not at their espense. At issue.. of collrst:. 
is t l ~ c  control of land. and by e ~ t r ~ r s i o ~ ~ .  the rig111 or a 
p ~ l o r ~ ~ i n a n t  coln~liunity of' color to sc~l l ' -drtc:r~~ri~~atio~~.  .Argr~- 
altly 1t.w progressives have problems with tlir c:ollcq~t of wll- 
t lctw~rii~~atior~ \\:lien the subjects are sul~jugatrd prv~l~li.s o~r t s i~ l r  
o l  thtt 1)ortlers of the dominatii~g states. But t h :  matter l)ct+onrt:s 
fuzzy wl~erl cster~ding the right to ~t~ll-~lrt~~r~~rir~atit~r~ to 
i~ppress~d  r~atiorlalities a d  peoples within s~lt:lr staim: '-pro- 
p&ve people are not unilied around a slrnrecl ur~derstantling 
of the interrelationship I tc t iwc~~ class rsploi ta t io~~ arid the 
opl~ression of nations iritcrrral to the lir~itetl states" (Prograni 
I)err~antl Group. 2001) - wIii14 SSCC and the L3lack Pantllers 
rc:l'crrt:d to as "internal i~npcriali~rii." "internal colonialisnl." or 
thcl '-black colony.-' For nw. lirihir~g tI~r s~ories of the llilner 
a1111 thv  Cl~eroliee Xation h e l p  to p d i o r ~  ~ I I P  installation as an 
allti-irrq~crialist effort to all'irm thc rig111 ol' sell-tleternlinatio~i 
agair~st the stnrctural atljust~r~ents of ,nlobdization. (1 rrfvr to 
myself hrrc 1)c:t:ause the l'eople's hlove~ncwt tloes r~ot quite 
t:o~~(:eive of itsell' in such t(:rms. tliat is. it does not see itself as 
anii-imperialist ~vhilt. the. c:tl~ic of sell-cleterminatio~~~ is vctn; 
str.or~g.j .At the \!el? least. I I I I *  juxtaposed storiez of the i\lilncr 
ant1 the Trail of Tears did cliallenge reatlerh to look Llr 
~~;uallels, distinctions. tlil'l't~rc~~ces. and provicletl a 1ristoric:al 
corilcst for thi~iliing ahout thr  c:it?'s elfort to socially cleanse: 
t l~ i s  part of the urban 1ar1tluc:apo. 

The regio~~al  transportation sjstelii ia a sit(' of contestation in 
which th r  sp:itinl practices of difftwxtiatio~~ a d  integration. ol 
consent a d  dissrnt produce the particwlar cor~~pal-tition that is 

1,os .-\11gt~11~s (hlanri. 1991. 33). 13rgi1111ing \\,it11 th r  ' h~a i r l~a t tm-  
ization" of ~ O \ \ . I ~ ~ C I \ \ - I I  Lo5 :hpeles, the corporate elite - I~aclied 
by i~lves t r~~ent  fro111 t l ~ v  wst and west- 11as wo1~Iw11 to 1111i111 a 
*-\vorld class (nit!-." t r a ~ d o r m i ~ ~ g  t l ~ e  scale of tlle regional 
infrastructure so that it can f imct io~~ ~u~:cessfuII~ as a hub ill ;I 

tra~ls~iatiorlal ~let~vorl; of esc l~a~igr .  .A cargo-transport corridor 
from Li 's  port to the inland rail lines. wllich \\ill give the rest of 
the country access to Pacific Rim trade. cuts into the earl11 as it 
bisects East and Kest L,os :Iripeles from ~iortli to south. A rlcw 
s~ibwayl~netm rail +wi. tlrr r ~ w ~ o ~ i ~ i r  11oo11doggIv ol' the 
IOOO5. scrvc.> "ctwice" rider. (tho-e it-110 ha le  choice of 
t rar~al~or ta t io~~)  Ira\ eling to and f'rom the suburlln and l~eri l~lic~r- 
al cities-Long Beach, Ri\er.itlr, tlic. Sari F c r r ~ a ~ d o  \'alle?. 

I;rasc*d in thr world class city plan it the 1x1s systt:nl tlrat is the 
u~orlil~c~rw. tIw lifesaver. for 4OO.OOIJ '-transit tl~.pcv~dent-' 
I~eol)le (those who have no c1iuit.t~) -black. I.atirlo. whitr, 
.?\xiar~. hativc A~nerican, fe~nale. eltltdy. i1111rr c i ty  hi,vl~ st:liool 
students. the disabled, irn~nigrarit ~ ~ o p ~ l a t i o ~ ~ s .  marly prol'oundly 
poor- \tho 11111st travel to places that rail \\ill never go. h r ~ y  
bus riders sl~rr~cl  from 2 to 1 hours a day on the lms. Bus riding 
sha lm every part of daily life, and thus icle~itity. ;in11 t l ~ c  quality 
of 1 ~ s  zcwicr tletermines the quality of life. 1;1r clt:catl~:s the 
Los r'ir~geles ;\.letropolitan Transit iluthi~rity (XITA) allo\vc:tl the 
l,us x y > t c ~ ~ ~  to deteriorate. The buses \+we c~ld. liltl~y. urrrcliable 
a i d  latc. ovrrcro\vded. and powere11 by carc*i~~o,ut:r~ic. diesel 
f'ucls. 'l'l~e *'spatial econom!." of thr  r r g i o ~ ~  \\!as rc:gistered ill the 
relationship 11etwee11 a %rzt worlci" rail system and a "third 
world" 1111s S ~ S I C I I I .  

I I I  this contest. tlw KIIR Kiclrrs linion campai,nn is winuir~g 
dt:~r~arlds that reclistr i l~~~t~.  wolwrnic: resources while ai~rrulh- 
~icc~u,l!. irr~p:~rting the ~~hysical  I'111ric: of' the city in ways we 
cannot yrt i~nagirw. Tllis major shift ill rrsourc:c:s to t l ~ c  trwisit 
tlqwndent and r s l ~ a ~ ~ t i i ~ ~ F  ratllr:r than eli~ninating bu* servicxt 
l)rc:akr down the historically-c!or~::lit~~ted s e p e p t i o ~ ~  of' the city 
(thv racial cle~narcatior~lc~o~i~~~artiiior~ of social space): The 
strugglr is ~ I O W  cast as a ~iatiorr-wide ca r r~pa ip  for civil righis 
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Tlle evolutiol~ of actions into t11catc.r has been orgarlic: a5 \+,(.I1 as 
strategic.. I I I  IOW, the Stratcy,y C:eriter h~rlncd arl c:splic:it 
partr~t:rsllip - the Lahor/Colllrl~~~l~ity Stratqq Centc-r. t l 1 c 1  Ilus 
Ridcra Urliol~/Silirlicato cle Pasajrros. and Cornerato~w 'I'llrater 
Corr~~~arly - 111 11ring together rol~llnunity orpnizcvs. activists. 
culture prodt~c:crs. and ~ I I S  riclcrs to create theater c111 i l ~ t .  I I I I ~ .  
T l ~ e  S t r a t t y  (:enter uas a l h  to offer interlsi\v \ \c~r l rs l~op ill 
improvisatiorl. tlle essence of wllicd~ is learning tlw c d l w t i \ c .  ,irt 
of ocxwpyi~~g space. trarisIc)rlllil~g it. a11d e \ t (~lding t l~v  s p r e  
create11 I)y otlwrs. 

Our  articular I;II:IIR has I I W I I  to devchp live I~t . r l ;~r~l~a~icc-  
terhriiql~cv and ~ l q ~ r o a c h e s  111 1 ) ~ s  t I r t ~ c r  that call 1 1 t h  directl> 
i ~ n p l ~ ~ l ~ c v l t ( d  tliro11g110ut t l ~ r  orga~iizirig work: thi5 is not a 
grol~p 01' i11.tori I I U ~  a group of bus rider-or,narlia(.rs who-e 
l~e r fo r~~ l ; l l~cw iuvite "sl~ectatc~rs to I~ecome epc-ct-ac.tors." as 
Bod \vo~rlcl desvrillr tile trar~sL~rrllation, arl '.acdlt:tic: of . . . .. . 
copl~t~vc: 111;1ppu~ HI . I ~ I I I P S H I . S  t m ~ ~ s ?  Tlirougl~ cslwrime~l- 
tatior~ i r ~  I I I V  irriprov workshol~ (wl~ere no l anpagv  or culture 
\\.a5 I : ~ I I I I I I ~ I I  10 all participati~g riiler/actors). a 111c-tl~ocl llas 
bee11 tlwiscd I'or the group tlwrlopment of rr~atcriul that 
conil)ir~c~r iml~rovisation, video tal~illg, witing. and rrpc.;~tir~,v of 
t h  i~~ll)rovisatior~ process u~ltil script outliries evolvr t l~at  can 
ile adaptctl Ily I~erSonners ir l  tlw cvttr-cl~arlging circ:ull~stances 
on t11~ 1111s. 'I'lie ir11p1-ov ~vor1d111~1 culn~i~iatt-11 wit11 the* 
d e v c l o l u ~ ~ c ~ ~ ~ t  of' tile bilinplal pivc:c. r~~otlelecl after t11v tlctvice of 
a telar~ovvla -.-Is the Bus Kolls/l.rc Alcvrrircr del 11lT.l. wIlic41 has 
hcen I ~ c : r ~ ~ r ~ ~ l c d  or1 tlw buaes and at bus stops bv three difl'erent 
cast.. ol' pcdbrmer-. each Ierltlillg a different cliarac-1t.r to the 
"script'- +vIlc.rl ilnl~rovised i l l  dii'l'rrcllt setting- wit11 tlitl'erent 
groupsol' I I I I ~  ritlcrs, speaking tliffvrel~t la~iguages. I n  costume. 
1111: pr1;)r1111:r- owupy places 011 tllr bus that requirt: tlltw~ ti) 
speak to ($a141 ot l~er  across 1111: sl)ac:e. Feet plantc~rl lirlilly alld 
one ha11tl attacl~erl to sorric: sturdy elvr~~crlt of the h s  structure 
the ot11c*r llalld frec. for a prop or a p.sturc:. they improvise their 
perS~~rrllallc:c.s 1)ascvl on rlotlez of a plot structure. weavil~g the 
rc~lt-3 (11' ~~;~>sc~~~gt:r-sy)ect-actors ( i d ~ d i n y u  the driver) into their 
i w r l ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ; ~ ~ ~ ( : t - s  t h y  go aIo11g. Tllcy are accoll~l~allic:tl hy 
or$arlizcrs r d y  to crlgarcb intlivitll~als with literaturc~ and 
invitatic~l~s to IiRI! r r ~ c v ~ ~ l ~ t w l l i l ~  ard. on  a gootl day. 114' 
~~l~c~top.al'llc.ra~~I~rs a1111 musicians. 111 ;I c:ro+vdeci bus with 42 ~lrople  
sitting nrlt l  30 stantlirlg. the contested rlat~ln. of tlie 
terraill (:o111t*i into play irllrr~c:tliatc:l~. a d  the* political csposurcX 



2002 ACSA INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE HAVANA, CUBA JUNE 21-24, 2002 493 

r 3 , . I I I C  011-t l l t4111s 11itwtt=r \ v o r l <  is s t i l l  in its e a r l ?  h t a p .  I h e  IIII* 
rc111;~i r ls  f a r  t o o  ~ \ t ~ r r r o \ ~ d t ~ l :  \ \ i t11 a capti\ra a u t l i c ~ ~ ~ c ~ ~ ~  01' 1111s 

r i ~ l v r s .  r cbapor l s t .  r a n g e *  from c . r ~ g a p d  to es t ra r l ,ucv l  10 o l ~ l i \ i o r ~ * .  

hlal lr~. I.i;lr~ Iluri~. 190 1. "l:r~~s-o\t.r I l r lu~r~"  i n  DLI~IOII. 'I'III~III~I: :\.. t d .  I oices 
~II : ~ r r l ~ i r v ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r r ~ l  ~.~III~III;IIII ( X w  YorL: h r $ n  a n d  ( ; i~ r \w) .  

IJII~V.~II~I~~) an11 I~IP v c q a , r ~ ~ v - l i l w r a l  I';III!. 1 n d r r  c~11111i t i~m- c d  g 1 4 1 1 d w -  
r i f m  o f  ~~"I~II~I~IIII i r r d  ~ i ~ . i l ~ ~ l ~ ~ ~ l r i ; ~ l i n ; ~ l i ~ ~ l l  o f  thr 5. 111+iv stwid l  IIIOV~TII~.O~-- 

JIIII~~II~II 111t-! eonwr l1  I ~ I P I I I ~ \ ~ -  u i ~ h  I ~ r o m l  ~ t t J i r i ~ & i l l  ~~~w-~ i t ~n . .  - a r e  
1li4111d! work ing  cla5s. 'I~I*.! I b r i ~ ~ g  LI~II* tu 111t. nahtrv t t f  +~~IIII~IIII a w l  
1 1 p 1 1 r 4 r m  11111lt.r i n 1 1 1 t ~ r i ~ I i m 1  - III+ t - \ l ~ l r h ~ i ~ m  III' II~II~~III- i1111l yqwrs . ion  o f  
II:II~~II:I~ ~ n i ~ ~ t l r i t !  p ~ q ~ l v b  - a* t l w  ~III~I~~.II~\~. o f  IIIV i ~ n l w r i i ~ l i ~ t  b ~ ~ ~ ~ r g e o i s i e ,  
 hat i-. ~ I ~ r i r  IIIOIIP (11' (.la-' s ~ r ~ ~ g p l v  11l11l1.r 1111. IYIIII~~I~~~II> o f  J n r o r i b ~ m d  
t . q h ~ l i , n ~  ( I ' r w r a m  L)IYII~II~ I;r~tul~. i)(lOl: \ hn .  IOIJ1!J. 

' 111 "1'11.. I k i r h  a n d  thr U a l l c r ~ ~ ~ ~ :  ~ \ r v l ~ i ~ w ~ ~ ~ r c .  I d c a l i s ~ n  .in11 Imd Sp:r~~lat ion."  
J~IIIIW,II r \ p l a i n ~  t h a ~  111v 1.1tl111r.11 ~I t . \ r4opment i  o f  l a ~ e  r.alvi~ali.lr~ rna! 1u. 

'.JII~YI " l~os tn~c~c i t * rn .  b ~ r t  1ha1 I~IP! 'lrv ncil p,$l-~xipil.di.~. lu,r i s  allal+s of 
t h i r  ~~I~III~IIII p w t - \ I a r \ i - ~ ~ ~ :  -. . . 11147 a o  writ o f  i a p i u l  ~ I~-\VI~P~I+YI It> \ I a n  
JIIII 11) :,I mall! other-  bi11t.r l ~ i s  I~I! CJII p = r f w d j  u t 4 l  LI~~IIIIIIII~II~UIP IIIP 
141.1l1gt- ~ I I  ~ l l w ~ r i t m :  ~IIIII i1111w11 IIIV ~ l i a l e r t i r  i 4 f  II;IS ;I.. i ~ r  1110.-I vital 
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-' f:nr our ~IIIIIIWS t h i ~  p e ~ I q p g i ~ ~ l  ~hrcl! i: elrI twrat~-~l  I I ~  :\ntnr~ica ~;rarrrwi i n  

l r i i  tlawr! 111 1111- orgarric irrtt-l lwtual (1;rarmri. IWJi), 11) I,t& :\ltl~~r*ei.r witlr 

the a r ~ a l p i . ~  nl' v ~ l ~ ~ r a t i o ~ r u l  in41111iwrs as ~ ' i ~ l t v~ log i ra l  state ~ p I ~ a r a t u w ~ "  

(:\lthrr?;wr. 1974). 11)- Pad11 I:rr-irt. us a -'pcdapgy of the. o p p r r i w ~ l "  (Frein: 

IW!). 1:11r al l  t l rw :  p r t l a p ~ g r ~ ~ ,  tlrv I n c a t i ~ ~ t  f r t m  wl~ii-11 IIIW ~ h w r i z e >  IIIIII 
.IC~: i?: u l~w lu te l y  c w r ~ e q r ~ ~ ~ ~ r t i a l  to 1111: =u r r r r -  o f  r onz r i~~usn~ . rb  trarrrfnnrra- 

l iun  a r d  vf fwt ive social chalrge- Fur t;rarn~ri. 1111. organic. i ~ r t e l l r r l ~ r a l  had to 

IIP SCI~IIIIII:II irr IIII* r\peri t~nce o f  iucinl  rnovenr~:r~~b ill onlvr  to br c.lkciive i n  

~ l c d ~ ~ l ~ i ~ ~ g  p n l i t i ~ v l  strategy. FWir~.'r p d n g ~ ~ g y  o f  t h ~  IJ I .%I c l  was slweili- '. .,-- ' td iy  porrnded i n  t l r r  act o l  It.drnirq ~II read  bout pro l~ l t .  = r vc t y l ay  live3 i n  

11nlt:r 111 p:nwiitt~ ~~rt:anin&rl I w n h g  that wuultl Ivad 111 a n ~ w  u ~ ~ t l r r s t a n t l i ~ l g  

I I ~  p11itic~;iI r o r r t I i l i ~~ t~+ .  

" hc*! ~ t i t w ~ l w r i  o f  t lw  tttatro 1111 1111- h ~ r s  I ~ r i j w t  ir~~.lrrde: Alartin l l ~ r n a r ~ d r z  liatt. 

hinkarlv. Ilarbara I a t t  l l c ~ l l a n d  Javhir C a n ~ p .  Sheppard Petit. Rwa l i o  

hlcntiinln. 


